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A Study on the Impact of the project of “children’s place-

making”

Tomoe SARUWATARI

Abstract :

It is very important for children to play for physical and mental development. However, be-
cause environments surrounding children have been drastically changed with the development
of information society and the urbanization, TV games, which are difficult to be connected to
inter-personal relationship, have been main among children's plays. Therefore, physical and
mental development of children is not enough, and children whose sociability and morality has
not been sufficiently developed are often found. In this situation, the project of “children's place-
making” has been promoted at the national level. The author has uncovered that this sort of
project becomes an impetus to make some changes in the scene of children's plays.

Based on the former studies, in this study it was longitudinally inquired about whether such
changes led to children's physical and mental development or not, by using a psychological test.
As a result of the study, its possibility was found in some respects such as the development of
morality. It was suggested that the interactions among a variety of people and the playing ex-
periences among many people nurtured children's sense of consideration and help them form
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views of perceiving others positively. However, it was also found that the changes of playing
scenes happened only within the project and did not lead to the subsequent plays outside the
project, and the contents of the project was similar to those of “gakudo-hoiku”, therefore, its
function as a playing place for children has declined.

Key word : playing, the project of “children's place-making”, mental development
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