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A Research Scope for the Farmers’ Markets in Aomori
and the Potential of Small-Scale Agri-Business

Yuko SUGIYAMA

Abstract :

The involvement into the national system of cash economy occurred at a relatively early date
in the Tsugaru area of Aomori prefecture. The labour migration, called Dekasegi made it possible
for the local people to catch up with agricultural modernization and resulted in a drastic change
of their lifestyles. But at the same time, they maintained the small-scale local economy of utilizing

various natural environments governed by communal, or face-to-face morality. In other words,
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local people have been combining multiple subsistence activities, and have formed their livelihood
strategy by utilizing a “dual system.”

Since the 1990’s, a number of farmers’ markets were established. The people have the opportunity
to sell their local produce directly to the urban consumers. What is interesting here is that the
customer of the farmers markets are both the city dwellers and the local people who are producing
the goods. Farmers’ markets have two different functions: one of which is to develop products for
export, the other is to become a ‘convenience store’ for the local peoples’ daily use. The producers
are trying to introduce new crops to attract the non-local peoples’ appetite. Meanwhile, they are
maintaining selling local foods of each season for the need of local life, which reflect the local food
culture and the communal use of local environment. Along with these two different contexts,
farmers markets are promoting diversification of crops and local produce, and consequently,

creating a new “locality”.

Keywords: Aomori Farmers’ Market, Diversity, Small-Scale Agri-Business, Dual System, Locality
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