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SUMMARY

Sea cucumber catches in Mutsu Bay, Aomori Prefecture, the second most important producing area in Japan,
accounting for 90% of the product of the prefecture, have increased rapidly in coastal areas. In some areas, resource
declines and size reduction of caught individuals have been reported. The necessity for addressing resource control
to ensure a stable supply has been cited.

This study investigates the transition of sea cucumber catches and actual situations of resource control targeting
fishery cooperatives along coastal areas of Mutsu Bay, Aomori Prefecture, identifying their features and tasks. At the
same time, future directions are discussed.

Each fishery cooperative tackles resource control differently. Actually, loopholes exist for resource control by
fishery cooperatives, which seem at a glance to be engaged in the job seriously. However, the actual status is such
that even if a no-fishing zone is set, fishing nets are cast close to it, and fishing is conducted under the pretext of
catching fish other than in a closed season. Moreover, fish are caught irrespective of their size. Therefore, large
individuals cannot grow and resource amounts do not increase. Each fishery cooperative is now requested to check
fishing grounds and survey the amounts of resources to ascertain the present situation and to create sea environments
suitable for the breeding of sea cucumbers. To undertake breeding in Mutsu Bay and to establish an information
sharing system, upgrading of strict restriction of catches, restriction of individuals' lengths and weights to be caught,
restriction of daily catches, and countermeasures against fish poaching are indispensable.
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