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The current situation and issues related to the intellectual
property management of plant varieties

Huang Xiao Chun, Yutaka YAMANO, Tomoyuki KON

Abstract:

The breeding and introduction of new plant varieties has taken on an increased importance for
those involved in agricultural production and development. Competition for the breeding of new
high-quality varieties is intensifying throughout the world. Of greater significance, however, is a
recognition of the importance and potential of a new variety’s intellectual property, and how to
protect it and how to devise a business model that will generate profits under its two pillars: the
breeders' rights and the trademark. This paper examines the background and the issues related
to the management of plant varieties and their intellectual property in Japan. It goes on to discuss
why, in Japan, where many excellent varieties have been developed, the intellectual property of

these varieties has not been exploited to improve agricultural competitiveness.

Keywords: plant variety, intellectual property management, plant breeders’ right, trademark,

variety management
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