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8. The most remarkable feature in the history of Asia is, that while the country has seen many
revolutions and changes, the condition of the people remains nearly the same. In our country and in

Europe, there is a constant improvement. Every year brings some new art, invention, or institution, for

the benefit of society.

9. But in Asia it is not so. Whoever is king, the people are but slaves. Education makes no

progress, liberty is unknown, truth is little valued, virtue is not prized, and that thing which we call
comfort, and which makes our homes so dear to us, is not to be found in this vast country, so favored by

Providence, and so richly endowed by nature.
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