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The Chataro Shinbun and Its Pre-establishment History

TONOSAKI Eimei

Abstract :

From the Taisho era to the early Showa era, a newspaper called 'Chataro Shinbun' was
published in Hirosaki. The publisher is Hitoshi Kogina (1886-1938), also known as 'Chatard. As
the title proclaimed itself "government newspaper of the Karyukai (world of geisha) ", its content
was deeply related to the state of Hirosaki, a provincial city at the time when the Karyukai

flourished. However, the Chataro Shinbun has not been the subject of academic research, and its
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existence is not widely known even in its hometown, Hirosaki. As a beginning of the Chataro
Shinbun research, this paper organizes basic information about it, and also examines Kogina's
living environment and the signature article in the ‘Hirosaki Shinbun’ that Kogina wrote before
the Chataro Shinbun was published.

The Chataro Shinbun was published an estimated 650 issues. A large amount remains in the local
newspaper company ‘Too Nippo' (headquartered in AomoriCity) and the ‘Kanagawa Museum of
Modern Literature’ in Yokohama City, but the percentage of remaining number was about 50%.

Kogina wrote signed articles in a wide range of fields on the Hirosaki Shimbun. In particular,
the number of articles written under his real name is noteworthy. Among them, the serialization
"Shofukan" is representative, and the ethics presented to the socially vulnerable and the various
problems surrounding the Karyukai. I was able to see the signs of genius of the Chataro Shinbun.
Kogina’s interest in Karyukai stems from the fact that the environment in which he grew up in his
childhood was close to Karyukai, and that in the process of Hirosaki becoming a military capital, the
Karyukai relocated to his place of apprenticeship. It was strongly determined by two coincidences.
In other words, it can be said that Chataro Shinbun is a highly original work that was born under

the strong influence of Kogina’s living environment.

Keywords : Chataro Shinbun, Hitoshi Kogina, Karyukai, Hirosaki
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