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000 Grover Smith, T. S. Eliot's Poetry and Plays: A Study in Sources and MeaningO University of
Chicago Press, 19660 pp.122-3, 139, 141, 273.

000 T, S. Eliot, Selected Essays(] London: Faber and Faber, 19640 p.341
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000 Basil Willey, Nineteenth Century StudiesO New York: Columbia University Press, 19770 p.266.

000 Cf. Basil Willey, The Seventeenth-Century BackgroundO London and Henley: Routledge & Kegan
Paul, 19340 p.127; The English Moralists[] London; Chatto & Windus, 1964 p.172.
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000 T, S, Eliot, The Variety of Metaphysical Poetry, edited and introduced by Ronald Schuchard London:
Faber and Faber, 19930 p.7.

000« 1f English empiricism forms the philosophical antipode of the intellectual world of the Cambridge
School, yet this school sees itself on the other hand opposed to Calvinism and puritanism as the
prevailing religious forces of the era. The development of the Cambridge School takes place in
unceasing controversy with, and stubborn defence against, both the philosophical and the religious
opponent...This struggle waged on two fronts, against empiricism and puritanism, rounds out the
mental picture of the Cambridge School.”0 Ernst Cassirer, The Platonic Renaissance in England,
translated by James P.Pettegrovel Nelson, 1958(] p.65-7.00

HO0* There is, in this sense, nothing mental, and there is certainly no such thing as consciousness if
consciousness is to be an object or something independent of the objects which it has.”0 T. S. Eliot,
Knowledge and Experience in the Philosophy of F. H. Bradley! London: Faber & Faber, 1964[] p.830

Ht* Hobbes's philosophy is not so much a philophy as it is an adumbration of the universe of
material atoms regulated by laws of motion which formed the scientific view of the world from
Newton to Einstein, Hence there is quite naturally no place in Hobbes's universe for the human
will.” T.S. Eliot, Selected Essaysl London: Faber and Faber, 19640 p.356.0

U0 T, S, Eliot, Selected Essays, p.514.
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0O 0O O Well, my bringing up was pretty conventional—

I had always been taught to disbelieve in sin.

Oh, I don't mean that it was ever mentioned !

But anything wrong, from our point of view,

Was either bad form, or was psychological.
O000OCOOOOOOODODOOThe Cocktail Party. Act Two OO
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U0 Robert Sencourt, T. S. Eliot A Memoir London: Garnstone Press, 19710 pp.26-7. Lyndall Gordon,
Eliot's Early Years( Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1977(] pp.11-3.
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0 0O O It goes a good deal deeper

Than what people call their conscience; it is just the cancer

That eats away the self...
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0000000000000 0DODO0O It is not my conscience,

Not my mind, that is deceased, but the world I have to live in.
0000000000000 0000 The Family Reunion, Part 1, Scene 1

o T, S E. —A Memoir” by Sir Herbert Read, T. S. Eliot: The Man and His Work, edited by Allen Tate
O A Delta Book, 19660 p.31.

OO T, S, Matthews, Great TomO New York: Harper & Row, 1974(] p.87.

OO T, S, Eliot, The Complete Poems and Plays( London: Faber and Faber, 19870 p.66
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imigooU00o00o000o0U0o00o0o0oo00ooU0o0oUoU0U0o0oo0oo0ooOoooooUooUooOg
OT.S.EliotD Swift 00000 000000000000 00000000000O0MOO0O0OO
amoooo

UWORichard Ward, Life of More, pp.5ff, from Ernst Cassier, The Platonic Renaissance in England, p.81
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0too Basil Willey, Christianity, Past and Presentd Cambridge, p.19520] p.92. Cf. The English Moralists
0 London: Chatto & Windus, 1964[] p.185

bo Cf.* The Spirit of a Man is the Candle of the Lord; Lighted by God and Lighting us to God. Res
illuminata, illuminans.”0d Wichcote, Moral and Religious Aphorisms, 9161 quoted from The
Cambridge Platonists, edited by C. A. Patride§ Cambridge University Press, 19690] p.334. lbid.p.11-
13, 50. The Cambridge Platonists, edited Gerald R. Craggl] Oxford University Press, 1968[] p.10.

Ut“ To go against Reason, is to go against God: it is the self same thing, to do that which the Reason
of the Case doth require; and that which God Himself doth appoint: Reaosn is the Divine
Governor of Man’s Life; it is the very Voice of God."0 Wichcote, Moral and Religious Aphorisms,
760, quoted from The Cambridge Platonists, edited by C. A. Patrides] Cambridge University Press,
19690 p.327.

U0 Ernst Cassirer, The Platonic Renaissance in England, pp.27-8.

oo 1t's fond imagination that Religion should extinguish Reason; whenas, Religion makes it more
illustrious and vigorous; and they that live most in the exercise of Religion, shall find their Reason
most enlarged.”0] John Smith, The Exellency and Nobleness of True Religion, Chap.ll, 2.00 quoted
from The Cambridge Platonists, edited by C. A. Patride§l Cambridge University Press, 1969(] p.154.
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Hoo Cf.* First, a turne, wherin we looke forward to God, and with our whole heart resolve to turne to
Him. Then, a turne againe, wherein we looke backward to our sinnes, whrein we have turned from
God; and with beholding them, our very heart breaketh..” G. M. Story, ed., Lancelot Andrewes,
Sermons[] Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1967(] p.122.

WO 00000 00When you're alone in the middle of the night and

000000 Oyou wake in a sweat and a hell of a fright

00000 When you're alone in the middle of the bed and

0000000 0dyou wake like someone hit you in the head

00000 You've had a cream of a nightmare dream and

00000 0Odyou've got the hoo-ha's coming to you.

00000 Hoo hoo hoo

00000 You dreamt you waked up at seven o'clock and it's

000000 0Ofoggy and it's damp and it's dawn and it's dark

00000 And you wait for a knock and the turning of a lock

0000000 for you know the hangman’s waiting for you.

00000000000 O00T.S. Eliot, The Complete Poems and Plays, p.125-6

LD 000000000000 The Family Reunion0 0000000000 OOOOOOOOOOOT.S.
Eliot's Review, No, 1000 T. S. Eliot0 0 000 00O O
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U0 G. R. Cragg, From Puritanism to the Age of Reason Cambridge University Press, 19500] p.41.

U0 Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Eccesiasticall Politie, B.1V, iiilJ Everyman’s LibraryO I. p.370.

O In choosing the name’ Anglican rationalists’ as a collective term for all of themO Cambridge
Platonists] | wish to emphasize a characteristic they share, in spite of their other differences.
This is the characteristic which distinguish them as apologists of the Church of England from
other contemporary apologists of that church in the common defence against Puritan and Catholic
antagonists. And what was specifically characteristic of their apologetics was a theory about the
role of reason in the discovery and practice of the doctrines of the christian religion which they
employed as their principal weapon against Puritans and Catholic alike.” 0O Phillip Harth, Swift
and Anglican Rationalism Chicago, 196900 p.200

0t Theyl Hooker and Hales, and Taylor and ChillingworthCdooked upon the community of the church
as a community of divine worship, not of dogmatic creed. There can be little doubt that the
Cambridge Platonists knew the writings of these men. Hooker's work, Of the laws of
Ecclesiasticall Politie, seems especially to have influenced the Cambridge thinkers. But in the very
title of this work we can see in what consists the principal distinction between the rational
theologians of the sixteenth century and the men of the Cambridge School. Hooker and
Chillingworth seek unity and reconciliation particularly in the realm of church politics... But this
exhortation to mere peaceableness is not the essence and core of that tolerance advocated by
Whichcote and Cudworth. Scarcely moved by church politics and organisation, these men always
shunned active participation in ecclesiastical quarrels."0] Ernst Cassirer, The Platonic Renaissance
in England, pp.35-60
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bob Qouted from Basil Willey, The English MoralistsO London: Chatto & Windus, 19640 p.174.

Uo0 Denis Brown,* Plato and Eliot's Earlier Verse,” Platonism and the English Imagination, edited by
Anna Baldwin and Sarah Hutton Cambridge, 1994[] pp.298-307.

oo« And thus the Abosolute is immanent alike through every region of appearance ... Appearance
without reality would be impossible, for what then could appear? And reality without appearance
would be nothing, for there certainly is nothing outside appearancd] F. H. Bradley, Appearance and
Reality[] Oxford: Clarendon Press, 19660 p.431-2[0 Cf. Graham Martin,” Language and Belief in
Eliot's Poetry,” Eliot in Perspective edited by Graham Martin’0 London: Macmillan, 197000 pp.127-
30.
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With the drawing of the Love and the voice of this Calling

We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time
o0ooooooooooo O Little Gidding” V
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O O The things I thought were real are shadows, and the real

Are what | thought were private shadows. O that awful privacy

Of the insane mind ! Now I can live in public.

0000000000 D0ODOOOThe Family Reunion, Part 11. Scene 1.
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I only looked through the little door
When the sun was shining on the rose-garden:
And heard in the distance tiny voices
And then a black raven flew over.
000000000 000000The Family Reunion, Part 11, Scene Il.
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000000000 OJFootfalls echo in the memory

Down the passage which we did not take

Towards the door we never opened

Into the rose-garden. ...
goddddoooouoooooooooo
000000000000 00D00DO0O000Oother echoes

Inhabit the garden. Shall we follow?

Quick, said the bird, find them, find them,

Round the corner. Through the first gate,

Into our first world.
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A. Patrides] Cambridge University Press, 1969(] p.327.
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b0 T, S, Eliot, Selected Essays, p.416.

0ot For whatsoever we believe concerning salvation by Christ, although the Scripture be therein the
ground of our belief; yet the authority of man is, if we mark it, the key which openeth the door of
entrance into the knowledge of the Scripture.”d Richard Hooker, Of the Law of Ecclesiastical
Politie, B. 1V, iii,0 Everyman’s LibraryO I, p.26701

Do Basil Willey, The Seventeenth-Century BackgroundO London and Henley: Routledge & Kegan Paul,
19340 p.72.

OO Cf. The Cambridge Platonists, edited by C. A. Patrides, pp.11-2

U0 Ernst Cassirer, The Platonic Renaissance in England, pp.31-2.
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T.S.Eliot as the Cambridge Platonists

0 O Ronald Schuchard, who edited and introduced The Varieties of Metaphysical Poetry
O London: Faber and Faber, 199300 pointed out that T.S. Eliot had attempted ifi The Clark
Lecture” in 1926 to take the Cambridge Platonists, a group of the 17th-century philosophical-
religious thinkers, though Eliot did not discuss the school in the Lecture. But Schuchard’s
remarks suggest that Eliot was interested in the school, whose metaphysics derives from
Renaissance Platonism, which interpreted Plato in a Neo-Platonic light. This is scarcely
surprising, since Eliot not only studies Plato at Harvard, but also wrote essays on Platonic
thought, while commencing his doctoral work on F. H. Bradley at Oxford.

O O This paper is intended as an investigation of Eliot's Anglican background, on which his
via media is based, from the Cambridge Platonists. This school hoped to reconcile Christian
ethics and Renaissance Humanism, religion and the new science, and faith and rationality,
which is called” Anglican rationalism” in Philip Harth's Swift and Anglicanism Chicago,
19690 This way of thinking has become more conspicuous in Eliot's works since he was
converted from Unitarianism into Anglo-Catholic in 1927. One of the reasons why Eliot was
converted is that Unitarianism lacks the sense of the Original Sin in Calvinism to which the

Cambridge Platonists opposed. They appealed to reason and denied the leading tenets of

OO T, S, Eliot, Selected Essays, p.411.413.
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Calvinism: Predestination; Reprobation; the Radical Depravity of man since the Fall; the
impossibility of attaining to real goodness in this life. Eliot, like them, manage to escape a
sense of sin with which he was born. This personal religious process is reflected in his poetic
drama, The Family Reunion, in which Eliot raised the Christian problem of* sin and
expiation”. Thus, Eliot overcomes Calvinistic pessimism, and seeks for the world of light,
which is" pre-existent” before birth, in metaphysical poetry such as Henry Vaughan's

"

“ Retreate” based upon Plotinus™ emanation”. And this idea is symbolized in“ rose-garden”
in his Four Quartets.

By the way, Ernst Cassirer summs up these ideas of the Cambridge Platonists’ idea in The
Platonic Renaissance in Englandd Nelson, 19530 as follows:

“ If English empiricism forms the philosophical antipode of the intellectual world of the
Cambridge School, yet this school sees itself on the other hand opposed to Calvinism and
puritanism as the prevailing religious forces of the era”.

Similarly, Eliot in his essay* John Bramhall” criticises Thomas Hobbs for* no place in his
universe for the human will”, and praises John Bramhall fo¥ a perfect example of the pursuit
of the via media”. Inquiring further into his other essays such as" Francis Herbert Bradley”,
where he touches upon morality and religion, and“ The ‘Pensées’ of the Pascal”, where he
reconcile$ free-will of the natural effort and ability of the individual man” with' supernatural
grace”, Eliot’s religious background of Anglicanism seems to be derived from the Cambridge
Platonists, who is reassuming, in a seventeenth-century context, the position of Hooker who

created a distinctive Anglican theology.
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