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A Revision of “The Basic Law for Persons with Disabilities” and the Inclusion of
Developmental Disabilities in the Definition of “Persons with Disabilities”.

Tadamasa NAKAYAMA

Department of School Education (Special Needs Education), Faculty of Education, Hirosaki University

Abstract : This paper examines the discussions and handling of the inclusion of “developmental disabilities” in the definition
of “persons with disabilities” in the Basic Law for Persons With Disabilities that was revised in July of 2011. The Basic Law
for Persons With Disabilities was revised as part of the Disability Policy Reform that was inaugurated in December 2009. One
main issue for the Disability Policy Reform, and a premise for reform, was the elimination of the gaps in the social support
system that are embedded in the definition of “disabled persons”. Nevertheless, the reform plan’s definition for disabled
persons did not change beyond the addition of the new category, “Other Types of Mental and Physical Disabilities,” to the
previously existing three types of disabilities. Moreover, developmental disabilities, which previously had been included
in the category of “Other,” were simply assigned to the category of “Mental Disabilities” thus indicating the weak position
of persons with developmental disabilities. For the time being the July 2012 Disability Policy Reform has been concluded,
however, we should continue to work on future policy with the principle of “Self-empowerment for Persons with Disabilities”

as symbolized in the slogan “Nothing about us without us.”

Key words : The Basic Law for Persons with Disabilities, Developmental Disabilities, Disability Policy Reform



