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6. The Education of the Handicapped in the American Society

Dr. Robbie M. Kendall

Our nation takes pride in the fact that every child is offered a free appropriate education,
however, in the past, most handicapped children have been denied this free appropriate education.
There are approximately 8 million handicapped children in the United States. One million of the
handicapped receive no public supported services and four million of the handicapped are
inappropriately served.

On November 29,1975, President Ford signed into low the Education for All Handicapped Children
Act, Public Law 94-142. P.L.94-142 provides the states with assistance in initiation, expansion,
and improvement of programs for the education of the handicapped.

P. L. 94-142 offers new hope for our nation’s handicapped children. The handicapped are now
offered a free public education with the special education and related services designed to meet each
handicapped person’s unique need.

Some teams relating to 94-142 are defined as follows :

Handicapped Children : “those children being mentally retarded, hard of hearing, deaf,
speech impaired, orthopedically impaired, other health impaired, deaf-blind, multi-hand-
icapped, or as having specific learning disabilities, who because of those impairments need
special education and related services.”

Special Education : “specially designed instruction, at no cost to the parent, to meet the
unique needs of a handicapped child, including classroom instruction, instruction in

physical education, home instruction, and instruction in hospitals and institutions.”

Related Services : “transportation and such developmental, corrective, and other suppor-
tive services as are required to assist a handicapped child to benefit from special
education, and includes speech pathology, and audiology, psychological services, physical
and occupational therapy, recreation, early identification and assessment of disabilities in
children, counseling services, and medical services for diagnostic or evaluation purposes.
The term also includes school health services, and social work services in schools, and

parent counseling and training.”

Federal Funds provided to states for all educational purposes will be discontinued to states not in
compliance with this law.

Public Law 94-142 has a fourfold purpose:

* to insure that all handicapped children have available to them a free appropriate public
education which includes special education and related services to meet their unique need ;

* to insure that the rights of handicapped children and their parents are protected;

* to assist states and localities in providing for the education of all handicapped children ; and



* to assist and insure the effectiveness of effort to educate those children.
Following are the five major components of Public Law 94-142:

1. Right to free appropriate public education
This includes special education and related services as well as regular classroom
participation when appropriate. It must be provided in conformity with an individual-
ized education program (IEP) and at no cost to parent or guardian.

2. Nondiscriminatory evaluation
Material & procedures used for the purpose of evaluation and placement of handicapped
children must be selected and administered so as not to be racially or culturally
discriminatory. The evaluation must be made by a group of persons using more than one

procedure or type of evaluation.

3. Procedural due process
Due process refers to individuals rights given to all Americans in the U. S. Constitution.
This guarantees that handicapped children and their parents must be extended full legal
procedures and fairness of treatment in the educational identification, evaluation and

placement of their children.

4 . Least Restrictive Placement
Schools must develop procedures to assure that, to the maximum extent appropriate,
handicapped children are educated with children who are not handicapped. This is
determined by the child’s needs and individualized education program.

5. Individualized Education Program (IEP)
This term refers to a written educational program which must be developed annually for
all handicapped children who are receiving special education services.
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7. Special Education in the United States
Preparing Teachers and the School Systems—

Dr. Robbie M. Kendall

In 1975 Congress passed the Education for All Handicapped Children Act. This law assures that
all handicapped children have available to them a free appropriate public education which
emphasizes special education and related services to meet their individual and unique needs.
(Handicapped students are those students being mentally retarded, hard of hearing, deaf, speech
impaired, visually handicapped, seriously emotionally disturbed, orthopedically impaired, other
health impaired, deaf-blind, multi-handicapped, or as having specific learning disabilities)
The law also provides for educating handicapped children in the least restrictive environment,
commonly known as “mainstreaming”. This term means that handicapped children must be
educated as closely as possible to their normal peers.
In addition, the law guarantees that handicapped children and the parents have due process rights
such as the right to:

¢ notification of the intent to evaluate the student in the parents'native language

* to give consent or revoke consent for an evaluation

* to a fair and multi-team evaluation

* to have an independent evaluation

* to participate in the individualized educational plan

* to review all records

* confidentiality of information

The law also guarantees that all handicapped students between the ages of three and twenty-one
must received a comprehensive evaluation every three and a yearly review of the individualized

educational plan (IEP) every year.

A. The need for trained educational personnel.

In order to make certain that handicapped students are provided an educational program to
meet their specific needs, specific requirements are required for teacher certification and for
the school system :

The teacher education program for teachers shall include a minimum of 10 semester hours
of instruction for the education children with handicaps.

B. The need for early identification and early intervention.
Kirk and Gallagher (1989) reported that in some cases, physical disabilities can be
corrected with early medical treatment. Whereas, in other cases, early intervention can
minimize the severity of certain physical disabilities and health conditions or prevent the
development of additional disabling or medical conditions. Grove (1976) stated that
approximately 250,000 children born each year with significant birth defects are not
considered disabled or handicapped by the time they reach school age, thanks to improved
medical and surgical treatment or to the results of successful early intervention programs.
The early development of adequate skills also gives children a foundation for (1) increasing
interactions in their environments, which in turn help them acquire the cognitive, language,
and social skills that are necessary for success in school (Kirk & Gallagher, 1989) and, (2)
in developing coping and adaptive skills. Note:the Michigan Revised Special Education
Rules (1988) mandates special education services for handicapped children birth to age

twenty five.



C. The need for related services.
Some handicapped children require related services such as occupational, physical and
speech therapists and school nurses. Kirk and Gallagher (1989) reported that these
professionals support the efforts of the school in three primary ways:

1) Providing direct services to students,

2) Developing individualized education programs (IEPs) and specific programs in cooperation
with the classroom teacher, and

3) Training the classroom teacher to carry out or follow through on specific interventions.
In order to effectively plan an individualized educational program for a student, there must
be cooperation between the medical, health and school professionals and the parents. Each
of these components, medical and educational, are dependent upon the order. Both
disciplines must work together if the child is to function and achieve at his/her maximum
potential.

D. The need for flexible scheduling.
Teachers must be amenable to change in planning an educational program for handicapped
student. The staff must be flexible in order to accommodate the necessary related services,
support personnel, and medical treatment procedures. Interruptions in the daily programs
by such services as physical therapy, occupational therapy,and speech and language
therapy will occur. However, support sessions should be scheduled so to minimize
classroom disruptions.

E. The need for program standards and modifications.
Regular education teachers must be trained to modify their classroom and their curriculum
to meet the needs of handicapped students. Teachers can learn how to modify their

curriculum to meet the needs of the visually handicapped students, hearing handicapped
students, mentally retarded students, learning disabled students physical and health
handicapped students, emotionally handicapped students and those students with commun-
ication problems.

F. The need for a continuum of special education services and settings in the least restrictive

environment.

Due to the diversity of impairments, a complete continuum of educational services must be
offered, ranging from full-time hospitalization to full-time regular education placement.
The Cascade Model designed by Reynolds (1962) of integrating handicapped children into
the least restrictive educational program, proposed range of educational placement options
for handicapped students.

It must be reemphasized that students with impairments who have no other learning impairments
can achieve their greatest potential in the regular classroom. If these children are going to learn to
live in integrated environments as adults, they must attend regular schools and classes to the
greatest extent possible (Kirk & Gallagher, 1989). This current trend to educate students with
handicaps in regular school settings makes it important for teachers to have understanding of how a

particular condition may affect a child’s learning, development, and social behavior (Hew Orlansky,
1988).



Cascade Model
Continuum of Educational Services

(starting from the most restrictive placement)
Hospital and Treatment Centers
Hospital school
Residential school
Special Day School
Full-time Special Education Class
Part-time Special Education Class
Special Education Resource Class
Regular Classroom with Related Services
Regular Classroom with Consultation
Regular Classroom
(to the least restrictive placement)

In regards to the settings for the delivery of services, (unlike other handicapped students)
handicapped children usually receive their instruction either at home, school or in the hospital
depending on the medical status of the child. A summary of the common three settings are:

* home
The student is unable to attend school due to medical or health problems. The students
receives his program in his home with the assistance of a homebound teacher.

* school
The student receives his program at the school site with the assistance (if warranted) of a
special education teacher and/or receives related services.

* hospital
The student’s physical or health condition is affected to the degree that hospitalization
required. The child’s educational program is provided at the hospital with the assistance
of a homebound teacher, special education teacher, or a hospital staff teacher.

If a student requires bed rest, hospitalization or tutorial assistance, a homebound teacher is usually
the person assigned to provide the instructions. The classroom teacher will be asked to assist the
homebound teacher in preparing work for the student. This coordination between the two
teachers will help the student keep up with his class work.

G. The need for facility modifications.

Physically impaired students are much more able to be integrated into regular education
programs than in the past because of the reductions of architectural barriers. Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Architectural Barrier Act of 1968, P. L. 90-480
require that architectural barriers for the handicapped be eliminated. Schools are to meet
the minimum design and construction guidelines set forth by the American National
Standards Institute. In addition, institutions built by or receiving federal funds must make
all reasonable efforts to eliminate architectural barriers and promote unrestricted
accessibility (Hanna & Graff, 1977). As noted previously, many handicapped students are
able to function in a regular education program, providing that the setting is barrier-free.

H. The need for medical supervision by the school personnel.
The school personnel needs to know how to care for a child in case of an emergency. The




handicapped population experiences more emergencies than other handicapped children.
The staff should have emergency numbers and procedures posted in central location
throughout the building (i. e. office, lunchroom, gym, the classrooms of the physical or health
impaired student). Most important, the staff should be trained in CPR and in first aid. The
staff should know how to assist and monitor students with physical and health impairments.
Another important requirement is that the school personnel should know how to assist
students with epilepsy. Many students with epilepsy are placed in regular education.

Unfortunately, people are still misinformed regarding the treatment, care, and assistance for
these students. A high percentage of seizures can be controlled with appropriate medica-
tion. Due to the many misconceptions and myths regarding epilepsy, the following

suggestions for aiding students are recommended by the Epilepsy Foundation of America
(1974).

The need for parent support and training.

To enhance the educational performance of handicapped students, parents must be an
integral part of the process. Parents must receive training and support in learning how to
care for their handicapped child, provide educational stimulation and reinforcement, adhere
to medical directions and follow-up appointments and assist the child in becoming a
responsible and meaningful member of the family.

The family must be informed and trained to monitor the child’s condition and to react
appropriately in cases of emergencies. The parents must establish a support network that
will assist them with rearing their child, financial support for the medical expenses, and
emotional support and guidance. It is not uncommon for parents to experience emotional
problems in caring for their physical or health impaired child.

The need for information, equipment and trained personnel in technological advances.
A number of technological advances have made it easier for handicapped students to
function in school, in the home and in the community. Personal computers (PCs) have
greatly changed the ways learners with physical and other health impairments interact with
the world.Such advances as computer-assisted touch boards (interacting with the computer
through body movements, breathing, eye movements, light and sound.) have greatly enabled
students to increase their academic skills, cognitive development and even their social-per-
sonal skills. Technology allows children with disabilities to take part in activities that
previously were inaccessible to them. Technology serves in many instances as a means for
achieving normalization (Brody, 1989).

It has been presented that (1) early intervention can assist handicapped children in
developing adaptive skills, developing a positive self-concept, reducing developmental
delays, and in assisting parents with acquiring skills that are vital in supporting and caring
for the child, (2) handicapped students may require curriculum modifications, adaptive
equipment, specialized programs, and modification in the physical environment, (3)
independent ambulation must be given priority if the students are to be allowed an equal
opportunity to grow socially, educationally, and emotionally, (4) as the physical conditions of
a student changes, so must the school program, schedules, materials and requirements, (5)
teachers of handicapped students are expected, as the need arises, to make modifications to
meet the needs of the students and, (6) communication is vital between the school and the
parents so that both the child's learning is optimized.
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