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A STUDY OF SCHIZOPHRENIA WITH COLOR PYRAMID TESTS

By
YOSHIKAZU SAITO

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Hirosaki University
School of Medicine (Director : Prof. T. SATO)

Using the color pyramid test, the author tried to investigate mainly the emotional
aspect of schizophrenia. This study concerned 100 schizophrenics and 100 normal
subjects.

Results :

1) In the “Beatiful Pyramid”, the schizophrenics preferred violet, orange and gray
plates. So-called “non-colored plates” (black, white and gray) in the “Beautiful Pyra-
mid” were more often observed in the schizophrenic than in the normal group.

2) The schizophrenics tended to make color pyramids, showing simple carpet
patterns mixed with non-colored plates.

3) As to “Process Formal”, the constant type was more often observed in the
schizophrenics than in the normal subjects.

4) Concerning the selection of color and the formation of color pyramids in the
“Beautiful Pyramid”, the following tendencies were observed in 3 sub-groups of schiz-
ophrenia : the selection of red plates in paranoid schizophrenics, violet in hebephrenics
and black in catatonics, and simple carpet patterns in the majority of catatonics and
hebephrenics and highly organized, constructive patterns in paranoid schizophrenics.

Comments :

Seen from the view point of color psychology, the results indicated that schizo-
phrenic patients were apt to be emotionally tensioned and to behave impulsively, al-
though they were dull emotionally. Among 3 sub-groups of schizophrenia, the para-
noid form showed a distinguishing result, implying that paranoid schizophrenics kept
relatively well within their emotional sensitivity and personality level.

(Autoabstract)
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