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FAMILY DYNAMICS OF THE “IE-COMMUNITY” IN A TRADITIONAL
FARM VILLAGE AND PREADOLESCENT PSYCHODYNAMICS,
OBSERVED FROM THERAPEUTIC PARTICIPATION

WITH A NEUROTIC CHILD
A GIRL “KIRIN” WITH GAIT DISTURBANCE

By

YOSHIAKI ANDO

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Hirosaki University School of Medicine
(Director : Prof. T. SATO), Hirosaki, Japan

This is the case of an eleven year-old limping and mute neurotic girl named by
us “Kirin” (“giraffe” in Japanese). She seemed to express herself and her family by
using several times a giraffe toy in “sand-play”.

The personality development of this girl was discussed from onset to healing, con-
sidering her family history and the socio-cultural background behind her.

“Kirin’’s neurosis seemed to be due to 1) her distorted “ego-ideal” image, taken
from her father and “Ie”-community (“Ie”: “house” or “family” in Japanese) which
by kinship obliges each member to devote himself to it, 2) a psychological family ten-
sion in a village where she and her family have recently migrated from another more
sparsely populated region, 3) a parental role confusion in her family ; her family is a
traditional rural one descending in female line for seven generations.

In order to understand her deeply, not to neglect the socio-cultural background
behind this patient must also be stressed.

Through analysis of her personality development and her crisis in the preadolescent
stage, it could probably be generalized that the mode of existence of people in the vil-

lage could not be free from the style of their own “Ie”-community.
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It was thought that the crisis in the “Ie”-community, seen on this patient, also ap-
peared symbolically in “sand-play”.
(Autoabstract)

KEY WORDS : childhood neurosis preadolescence
family dynamics socio-cultural psychiatry
sand-play
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