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CLINICAL-ELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHICAL STUDY ON PETIT
MAL ABSENCE ; WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO CORRELATION
BETWEEN CONTROL OF SEIZURES AND EEG FINDINGS

SHUJI KUBOTA

Abstract Clinical courses of seizures and EEG findings were investigated on patients with petit
mal absence. The subjects consisted of 23 patients who were diagnosed as having petit mal
absence and had been treated for 3 years or more at the Deparment of Neuropsychiatry of Hiro-
saki University Hospital. ~Fourteen patients were judged to be seizure-free at the time of the
study, and 9 patients were not. In the first examination, among the subjects, only 15 patients
showed the typical 3 Hz sp-w-c. On the other hand, irregular sp-w-c were observed in all of the
patients. The irregular seizure discharges were seen mainly during sleep. After apparent con-
trol of the clinical seizure, 8 patients still showed seizure discharges. The typical 3 Hz sp-w-c
were seen in 3 patients and irregular sp-w-c were seen in 6 patients. From the results, the author
concluded that ordinay observation and reports of the family could be insufficient to know whether
patients are free from absence attacks or not, and that EEG findings are more important than
reports from the family, because EEGs appear to indicate precisely whether the seizure is con-
trolled or not. It is necessary to continue therapy as long as seizure discharges are seen in
EEGs.
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