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PSYCHIATRIC ASPECTS IN PARKINSON’S DISEASE

JHOKO YOSHIMURA

Abstract Psychiatric symptoms in 40 cases of Parkinson’s disease were analized. Of the patients,
85% had some psychiatric symptoms in their courses. Before treatment with antiparkinson’s
drugs, 50% of the patients showed such symptoms as memory disturbance, depressive state, neu-
rotic state, change of personality, or hallucination. =~ On the other hand, 24 patients treated with
antiparkinson’s drugs showed delirium, dementia, depressive state, neurotic state, hypomanic state,
anxiety, agitation, hyperphagia, hypersexual behavior, restlessness, euphoria, or antisocial behavior.

Those psychiatric symptoms were classified into 3 groups :
@® psychogenic disorders due to the environmental difficulties they were confronted with.
@ dementia
(® toxic side effect of antiparkinson’s drugs.

Therefore, psychogenic and environmental factors are very important to regard in the tre-
atment of Parkinsonian patients.

Two autopsy cases of Parkinson’s disease with dementia were additionally reported to indi-
cate the cerebral cortical lesions that played a role in the pathogenesis of dementia.
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