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CROSS-CULTURAL STUDY ON VIOLENCE AND MALADJUSTMENT IN
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

YASUYUKI KAWAKAMI

Abstract A cross-cultural study on violence and maladjustment among junior high school students was
attempted in Japan, West-Germany, Thailand, and Indonesia. The subjects were divided into seven groups
by nations, areas, and religions. This study was performed, using a newly designed questionnaire, which
was composed of 10 items, referring to violence used by students and their feelings of maladjustment in
school and social life.

The replies were analyzed statistically. The results revealed were as follows : 1) Difference between
two areas in Japan was statistically not significant. 2) There were large differences between three cities
in different countries. 3) There were some differences between three schools with different religious
back-ground in a city of Indonesia.

It was pointed out that violence and maladjustment among junior high school students are rather more
influenced by their back-ground culture and religious back-grounds than by so-called modernization and
urbanization.
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