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CLINICOELECTROENCEPHALOGRAPHICAL FEATURES OF LATE ONSET
EPILEPSY AND THE AGED WITH EPILEPSY

FuMio Saito, KazuAkl HASHIMOTO, KAZUMARU WADA,
TOSHINORI SASAKI and YUTAKA FUKUSHIMA

Abstract A clinical study of 99 adult onset epileptic patients over the age of 40 at the first visit was
retrospectively made. Of them, 31 patients had their first seizure before 40 years (Group A) and 68 at age
40 or older (Group B). There was no difference in the distribution of the types of epilepsy between the
two groups. In both groups, about half of the patients showed infrequent seizures. Epileptiform discharges
were significantly observed more often in Group A (71%) than in Group B (40%). On the other hand, focal
slow waves were observed more frequently in Group B (24%) than in Group A (3%). Organic etiology
was revealed significantly more often in Group B (29%) than in Group A (16%). The most frequent
etiology was head trauma in both groups (13% and 12%), but in Group B, brain tumors and cerebrovascular
disorders were found as well. The age of seizure onset was older in the cerebrovascular cases than that
in the tumor cases. Non-temporal lobe partial epilepsy was observed significantly more often among the
patients with a organic etiology than those with unidentified cause. About 70% showed favorable clinical
outcome in Group B. Some problems of the aged with epilepsy, including difficulties in diagnosis and their

management , were discussed.
Hirosaki Med. J. 42 : 359—366, 1991
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