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A report on the 8th meeting of the ILAE commis-

sion on genetics, pregnancy and the child

Held at Loewa Santa Monica Beach Hotel from
12th to 13th July, 1990

Sunao Kaneko
Department of Neuropsychiatry, Hirosaki Uni-

versity.

The chairman Dr. Janz addressed his wel-
come to the new members Dr. Anderson from
Minneapolis and Dr. Hiilesmaa from Helsinki.
The executive committee of the International
League Against Epilepsy had elected them as
new members with the beginning of its new term
on the occasion of the Epilepsy International
Congress 1989 in New Dehli. The chairman also
expressed his thanks to Dr. Eva Andermann and
Dr. Marja-Lisa Granstrom, who both left the

committee, for their excellent contributions to
the work of the committee.

Regarding the data collection of the Eur-
opean Joint Study on Teratogenesis, efforts will
be strengthened to complete the data-set till the
end of 1990. The possibility of collaborative
study on teratogenesis of antiepileptic drugs
among Japan, [taly, France and Canada has been
discussed.

Dr. Janz reported on a genetic multicenter
study from Italy, and Dr. Beck-Mannagetta
added a report on a European wide initiative by
Dr. Gardiner from Oxford and Dr. Dulac from
Paris, who invited to a first informal meeting for
the 30th of April 1990. The paper and the pro-
ceedings of these meetings have been distributed.
From these reports the question was raised what
could be the task and chance of the committee. It
seems to be difficult to split up the laboratory
work since the methodology is rapidly moving
on. However, the sharing of DNA probes can be
easily done. It was stressed that being very selec-
tive pedigrees will be of major importance for the
success of the studies. The comittee should be
encouraging with caution to people interested in
this field. Dr. Anderson suggested to ask those
doing the work so far what kind of help they
would expect from the committee. Dr. Janz sug-
gested an anouncement in Epilepsia offering the
help of the committee as a consultant for people
who want to start molecular genetic studies. The
committee may be used as a vehicle for introduc-
ing groups, that have come to its attention, to
each other to facilitate collaboration.

Dr. Kaneko mentioned the fact that not
everywhere in the world people may be willingly
join in genetic studies. One may be afraid of
reinforcing the stigma of epilepsy being a famil-
ial disaster. Ethical problems were discussed as a
special topic for future committee concerns under
the question “what is the purpose of having the
genes”.
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Guidelines for genetic councelling were
planned. Dr. Kaneko was asked to collect cases
on new antiepileptic drug exposures (i. e. Zonis-
amide) from Japan and report on this during the
next committee meeting. Dr. Janz could offer a
possibility for this meeting in Bari, Italy, Sep-
tember/October 1992, where the final results of
the European Joint Study could be presented.

Dr. Hiilesmaa will make a list of possibly

interested journals for obstetrics in which the
guidelines may be published in addition to the
publication in Epilepsia. Revised guidelines
should be elaborated for the intended meeting in
Italy in 1992.

This report was made based on the records
of the business meeting of the 8th comittee

meeting in Los Angeles, 1990.
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