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The nuclear fuel recycling business and the economic background
of the fishermen of Rokkasho Village

Kenji AKIMOTO, Kensaku KANDA

Laboratory of Regional Resource Management

SUMMARY

0 [0 Rokkasho Village is located in Kamikita-gun, Aomori Prefecture.
agricultural and other development policies for the area repeatedly failed.
in land acquisition, which was labeled then a gigantic development program.
definition of responsibility for this plan was shrouded in ambiguity.
the economic and social basis of the life in the rural communities affected.

In the period after World War 11,
The only real growth came
From the beginning, the
What resulted was an erosion of
In 1985, Rokkasho Village

accepted the construction of dangerous nuclear facilities, which it claimed would serve as a remedy for
the development company which had incurred a large amount of debt because of its land acquisitions.
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This construction project also serves as a reminder of the Japan’s unstable and ill-defined atomic energy
policy.

0 0 The themes of this report are the following:U 10T he fishermen of Rokkasho Village were in a difficult
situation at the time due to fisheries compensation for harbor construction, which was part of the Mutuogawra
development plan of 1970 and the assessment on the sea for the construction of a nuclear fuel recycling
facility in 1986.  Clarifying this economic background is the first theme of this report.0 2C0The second
theme of this report is to examine the problem as to when the cooperative of the fishermen decided.

U O At the time of the assessment on the sea for the construction of nuclear fuel recycling facility, the
small-scale fishermen and the fishery laborer to the large-scale fishery proprietor were opposed.  Most
of the large-scale fishery proprietors were in a difficult situation because of the decrease in the production
of the fishery. Also, most of the owners of the ships which make offing fishery a primary concern have
little interest regarding the sea on the coast. They demanded cooperation money for the assessment and
agreed to the implementation of the assessment on the sea for the construction of nuclear fuel recycling
facility. As for the small-scale fishery proprietor, the income from the industry increased and the dependence
of the fishery was declining. However, the dependence to the sea on the coast had a big misgiving regarding
the construction of the nuclear fuel recycling facility and opposed the implementation of the assessment
on the sea for the construction of nuclear fuel recycling facility. As for the fishery laborer, the opportunity
for work by other industries increased.  Therefore, they opposed any implementation of the assessment
on the sea for the construction of nuclear fuel recycling facility which did not include fishery compensation.
Assessment on the sea was implemented after the majority of the trustees of the cooperative of the fishermen
agreed to the implementation of the assessment on the sea for the construction of nuclear fuel recycling
facility and also Aomori Prefecture intervened in the cooperative of the fishermen.

00 The nuclear corporation paid the conference which cooperates with the assessment and Tomari
cooperative of the fishermen 361,200,000 yen for the assessment.  This amount of money was a small
sum when compared with the compensation of the fishery for the construction of the nuclear corporation,
which could reduce the cost of the construction of nuclear fuel recycling facility. The nuclear fuel recycling
facility was attractive to Aomori Prefecture, presupposing that the right of the fishery on the coast became
extinct already. Aomori Prefecture intervened in the unreasonableness in the cooperative of the Tomari
fishermen and prevented Mutuogawra development plan’s collapsing from such a process.

00 The fishermen in the area are varied. The various fishermen who have differences such as the way
of the fishery and the size of the wherry, the sea where they fish, the dependence of their fishery are forming
the cooperative of the fishermen.  Actually, the area habitants who don’'t fish usually become members
of the cooperative of the fishermen.  They participate in the decision of the association like any other
member. In the decision of the cooperative of the fishermen, the most important bill is to be related with
the right of the fishery on the sea on the coast. It is about whether or not it exchanges the right of
the fishery for the compensation and whether or not the compensation sum is proper for it and also how
it makes the distribution of the compensation it. As for the decision of the cooperative of the fishermen,
the difficulty is that the arrangement must be formed in the groups which consist of various fishermen
with different stake. Therefore, there is possibility to try to determine in the un-democratic way to reach
the arrangement which suited the request of them if the cooperative executive of the fishermen undergoes
the influence of the specific member in the cooperative strongly.
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