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A Study on the Problem of Farmers’ Burden in China

Jianjun WanNG, T. UNo and H. TAKAHASHI

Laboratory of Regional Resource Management

00O To burden the farmers with heavy taxes and task appears the typical problem among various rural
contradictions in China. The farmers have had to bear heavy and many kinds of burden because of the long-
term operation for the economicc development strategies which have given industry and city priority over
agriculture. Furthermore, the economic development strategies have caused the regional difference of the
farmers’ burden. The farmers’ burden shows heavier especially in those under-developed regions and in
the districts of mainly producing food and cotton.

0 0O The system of the farmers’ burden has some defects. Regarding the undemocratic policy-making
system, the farmers’ own opinions are not taken into consideration. Such a policy-making manner results
in disregarding the actual local need. The burden is not assigned according to the farmers’ incomes, but
according to the numbers of families and laboring population. The percentage of the burden to the incomes
gets much higher in the lower income classes than the higher income classes. The supervision and the
administration to the use of the taxes and fees are not sufficient. And the result of the spending finance is
not always good.

0 O The dual social structure composed of the urban and the rural have brought on the differences of the
tax and fiscal systems between the countryside and cities. The expenses on the rural economic
development and on the local public enterprises, such as education, etc. have to be paid mainly by farmers’
burden composed of many kinds.

U O The basic resolution of the farmers’ burden is to try to minimize the difference between cities and the
countryside and between regions and districts. Democratic policy-making system, fair burden-sharing
system need to be further studied. The rural administrative and fiscal reform and farmers’ self-government
are necessary for farmers.
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