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ABSTRACT :

As a measure to an international competition, although Aomori Prefecture demanded the
safeguard, it fell behind in terms of the problem of the “Aomori” trademark. The Japanese
government is also considering protection of “a local brand”. Object expansion of additional
protection for geographical indications which EU asserts is also effective in a local brand.

The time of the making brand of Aomori Prefecture is divided into two. In the argument on a
former AOMORI brand, competition between 47 all prefectures was a little indefinite. Now, Aomori
Prefecture is clearly conscious of competition with other all prefectures. However, the argument
on the unit of a local brand and the citizens participation in municipal affairs to a local brand was
inadequate.

“A prefectural brand and the brand of a local unit smaller than it" are mutual complementlike.
Moreover, the trial of Shimokita and Tsugaru as an example of Aomori Prefecture are an example

familiar to a local resident. Residents’ role in a local brand is important. It is the same reason as
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citizens’ participation in municipal affairs being important for the whole community improvement.
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