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Isabella L. Bird at the Yatate Pass, Ikarigaseki and People in Ikarigaseki as described in her
Unbeaten Tracks in Japan, Traced through the Contemporary Minutes and Literature
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Summary :

The lady Traveler Isabella L. Bird's stay and journey at Ikarigaseki as described in her Unbeaten
Tracks in Japan is traced through the contemporary minutes and literature, especially compared with
the literature which was written by such famous Japanese travelers-learned men as Sugae Masumi,
Yoshida Shouin, who had passed through the pass of Yatate where just after a short interval of time
she also traveled over, the main point of reference of the comparison being their respective points of

view each based on Japanese as well as Western backgrounds.
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One feature is the ‘obelisk’ which Bird wrote about, that was found, on inspection, to be the
‘Ishinotow’ (the Stone Tower) in Owani town.

We also researched the day of the storm that she met with and found the contemporary official
documents and articles printed in the contemporary news paper about the plight of the storm. In
addition, we studied about the inns, industry, and the public facilities, etc in Ikarigaseki at the time
on which she is writing minutely. For example, the Yadoya (country inn) where she had stayed has
been identified to be the Kuzuhara's that became afterwards a fantastic hotel in Taishou era.

As a starting point for our study we begin with what Bird herself writes, and then trying to
reproduce what Ikarigaseki of those days looked like by mobilizing the remaining local minutes and
literature of the time and utilizing multiple and historical perspectives, and finally, turning back
again to her, with all the knowledge thus obtained, we would have hopefully situated her in a more

realistic and deeper historical stage of the northernmost part of Japan at the turning point of the era.
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Itis a literal translation made by Mr. Chamberlain.
“The person mentioned in our yesterday’s issue as ‘an English subject of the name of Bird’ is a
lady from Scotland, a part of England. This lady spends her time in travelling, leaving this year
the two American continents for a passing visit to the Sandwich Islands, and landing in Japan early
in the month of May. She has toured all over the country' and even made a five months' stay in
the Hokkaido, investigating the local customs and productions. Her inspection yesterday of the
cremation ground at Kirigaya is believed to have been prompted by a knowledge of the advantages
of this method of disposing of the dead, and a desire to introduce the same into England(!) On
account of this lady's being so learned as to have published a quantity of books, His Excellency the
Governor was pleased to see her Yesterday, and to show her great civility, Sending her to Kirigaya in

his own carriage, a mark of attention which is said to have pleased the lady much(!)”
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F23nY LB ERKHE, PR LWL ZERE 5.2 5K TH S, €2 %o - HRADRIN
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ZVTW B HAFOALIKGFT 2 DIF. SHEPRENENOLALICEEINTVWE EWVH) TN 5I1EY
ROFRETH B, TOHBFRIREZR ON—F) L2EE GiFE) BIRUULEEICHE, 2ok
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N— NI, F%ﬁlﬂ%@kﬁhc:ciji}ﬁ&%i%ﬁ%éj ERDEHIZF LT 5D, “the pass of Yadate,
on the top of which, in a deep sandstone cutting, is handsome obelisk marking the boundary
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