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Abstract :

In The Gift, Marcel Mauss (1973 [1925]) points out that people of ancient societies and primitive
societies transfer the goods in the form of “gift”, while modern societies “exchange”. And he
discusses that the forms of transfer reflect the differences of social relationships among people as
well as among groups in both types of societies.

After that, detailed fieldworks in “primitive” societies have advanced, and large amounts of
knowledge about the goods transference of the hunter-gatherers' societies, especially meat

distribution in the band, have been brought in. Based on such abundant data, many researchers
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clarify that the game meat is always distributed to every family in a camp, though a camp is composed
of families that meet and part in a long time-span. However, they postulate that people in hunting-
gathering societies have an idea that the game is “owned” by those who killed it, and that people also
have the norm that the “owner” must “distribute” the meat. Then, they explain the importance of
such norm as follows. There exist personal variation in the hunting ability, so an excellent hunter
might get the prestige against others who depend the meat on him, while the latter might get into
debt on the former, in the condition of nature. The norm that haves must distribute to have-nots
should be established in order to avoid such inequality arising. The hunter-gatherers' society is
basically “Egalitarian Society”.

I doubt that such view is premised on an assumption that they hold the idea of private ownership
in common with us. This paper examines the transference of goods among the Aka, and presents
the “sharing” as the third form of transference differing from both “gift” and “exchange”. In
accordance with Mauss, this paper also argues that “sharing” is a particular form of transference in

the “community”, which differs from both “intimate relationship” and “society”.
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