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Economic and social impacts of and problems of extension of
the Tohoku Shinkansen Line to Hachinohe

Motoo KUSHIBIKI and Keiji KITAHARA
ABSTRACT :

The Tohoku Shinkansen Line between Morioka and Hachinohe started operations in December
2002, extending the network of Shinkansen lines to Aomori Prefecture. The opening of this line
resulted in a 51% increase in the number of passengers between Morioka and Hachinohe and a
significant increase in the number of people from the Tokyo area visiting Aomori Prefecture,
contributing greatly to the economy of Aomori Prefecture.

However, the economic effects of extension of the Shinkansen line on regions and on business-
es have been limited. And along the old parallel line, increases in numbers of passengers using
both the Shinkansen line and the old parallel line have been less than expected due to factors
related to the transfer of management of railway lines from the Eastern Japan Railway Group.
Moreover, the contribution by Aomori Prefecture to the costs of construction of the Shinkansen
line is the greatest financial burden for Aomori Prefecture. Problems in the plan for new
Shinkansen lines and problems in the preparation by Aomori Prefecture for extension of the line
seem to be major reasons for these negative impacts.

With the planned extension of the Tohoku Shinkansen Line to Shin-Aomori in 2010 and the
planned extension to Shin-Hakodate in 2015, measures must be taken to maximize benefits and

minimize demerits of the Shinkansen. Surveys to determine numbers of people using railway
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lines near the planned Shinkansen line and to determine merits and demerits of the planned
Shinkansen line as well as discussions by government bodies, economists and NPOs are needed
in order to establish effective measures to promote the economies of local regions.

Key words : new Shinkansen lines, Aomori Prefecture, Hachinohe City, policies to obtain eco-

nomic benefits
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