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Mt. Iwaki Ascetism and Seigniory.

Focus on Ioyama Eruptions

Mutsumi SHIRAISHI

Abstract :

Mount Iwaki is a peak standing alone at 1625 meters above sea level in the Tsugaru region of
Aomori Prefecture. It is a volcano, but no large-scale volcanic disaster was recorded to have oc-
curred in the early modern times.

However, in the history of volcanic activities of Mt. Iwaki, there were brimstone eruptions
called the “Toyama Eruptions” . They were sulfuric flame propagations caused by the volcanic
steam-blast eruptions, but were almost of no consequence to the population of the castle town
and the nearby villages. While people of the Hirosaki Clan showed signs of panic, they still
fought against the flames voluntarily.

What is different from other volcanic disaster is that the efforts taken by the people and the
lord of the clan were believed to have controlled the flames. As the eruptions had no catastroph-
ic consequences, and the sulfurous flames were subdued, the seigniory of Hirosaki Clan was
greatly improved after the disaster.

For the Hirosaki Clan, Mt. Iwaki-worship, was a strong belief, as it was shown by the opera-
tion and maintenance of the Ori-i-no-miya Shrine and Hyakutaku-ji Temple at the foot of Mt.
Iwaki. In addition, Tsugaru Nobumasa, the fourth lord of the clan, was buried according to Shin-
to rites on Mt. Iwaki, which reinforced the ties between the Hirosaki Clan and Mt. Iwaki wor-
ship. Even today, the area of Mt. Iwaki worship overlaps with the Tsugaru region; the believes
in Iwaki have continued uninterrupted since the early modern ages.

Devotional services, or prayer meetings, were held at Ori-i-no-miya Shrine and Hyakutaku-
ji Temple, when Mt. Iwaki was in activity and during natural disasters like earthquakes, and
when the Hirosaki Clan troops were dispatched to Ezo-chi, now Hokkaido. This demonstrated
that the Hirosaki Clan, along with Mount Iwaki, would protect the fief against the damages from

within as well as from without, all the while consolidating the clan system as well.

Key word : Mt. Iwaki Ascetism, Ioyama Eruptions, Hirosaki Clan, Seigniory
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