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Unseasonable Weather-related Rumors in the Tsugaru Domain

during the Early-Modern Period

Seiichi HASEGAWA

Abstract :

Early-Modern period prolonged rainfalls and other manifestations of unseasonable weather
(referred to in contemporary accounts as “weather irregularities”) in the Tsugaru Domain oc-
casioned various rumors regarding the causes. With heavy snowfalls and severe cold, and a prin-
cipal industry of rice production, unseasonable weather was considered an ill omen in Tsugaru
because it resulted in famines and other catastrophes. The Hirosaki Clan therefore often ex-
ercised its domain lord authority in attempts to neutralize the rumored causes of unfavorable
weather. Typical of such rumors are references to Tango Bivori (Tango weather conditions) .
In the first half of the 18th century, the presence in Tsugaru of people from the Tango Province
was considered suspicious and subjected them to systematic interrogation. The relationship of
the worship of Mt. Iwaki with talk of Tango Biyori, as well as another rumor from the first part
of the Early-Modern period that bathers using hot springs at Mt. Iwaki’ s Dake Iotai resulted in
infelicitous weather, cannot be disregarded.

In the second half of the 18th century, the Hirosaki Clan was troubled by bad weather pur-
portedly related to its development of mines such as those dotting the Meyanosawa Stream bor-
dering the territory of the Akita Clan. The development and operation of a lead mine along the
Ohtakimasata Stream originating on Mt. Aoshika, deep in the Shirakami Mountains, was also
considered a cause of seriously irregular weather until the end of the Tokugawa shogunate.

Some of these rumors explaining unfavorable weather were based on beliefs incorporated in
the worship of Mt. Iwaki and indicate an awareness of the dangers of disruption of the local
natural harmony enveloping humans, flora, and fauna. As such, they should not be dismissed
as merely groundless beliefs of the ignorant in unenlightened pre-modern times. For those of
us now in the 21st century suffering the consequences of abnormal weather caused by global
warming, in spite of the far-reaching developments of modern science, these historical rumors

constitute an important warning bell.

Key word : Weather irregularities, Tango Biyori (Tango weather conditions) , Sansho Dayu
(Sansho the Bailiff) , Dake Iotai, Mine development
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