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Historical Uses of Forest Resources in the
Shirakami Mountains (FIfiili}lt) World Heritage Site: Mountain

Sources for Log Floating Operations

Hasegawa Seiichi

Abstract :

Following registration in 1993, along with Yakushima Island (RAKS), as a World Natural Heritage
Site, the Shirakami Mountains, home of virgin beech forests straddling the border between Akita
and Aomori Prefectures, has seen many visitors eager to view a forest landscape that has not
known the logger’s axe and become well known for being still rich with primordial and abundant
nature.

The present paper explores the historical uses of Shirakami Mountain forest resources and the
efforts to conserve them during the Edo Period. In the Tsugaru (#£#) Domain in the Early Modern
period logs floated from the mountains, called nagashigi (/) , were an important source of timber
needed for fuel for ordinary use as well as in the production of salt. In the coastal areas west of
the Shirakami Mountains, floated logs were used as fuel to make salt from sea water, while at
Meyanosawa in the east, the logs were diverted into the Iwaki and other rivers to supply the
town surrounding Hirosaki Castle with firewood for daily use.

In 1795, Meyanosawa was officially designated as the supplier of logs to be floated to Hirosaki
with stipulations that the trees be felled only once every ten years as a measure to protect the
forest resources. However, ensuring a supply of 150,000 trees annually was no easy task even for
the mountain officials of the time. Therefore, the procurement of timber did not proceed as
expected by the Hirosaki clan (JAR{#), and with general depletion of forest resources occurring
throughout the clan domain, the Meyanosawa resource conservation measures proved to be in
vain as the once-per-ten-year rule was not followed and loss of the forest resources in that area

also progressed.
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