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Comparative Bibliological Study of Variations among Four
Ante mortem Editions of Unbeaten Tracks in Japan
by Miss Isabella Bird (Mrs. Bishop): The Revisions Reflecting the
Lifelong Changes of Her Way of Behavior and Modes of Thinking

Miyoko TKAHATA

Abstract :
Since 1880 Unbeaten Tracks in Japan by Isabella Bird has been published, being revised several

times, for more than 100 years. Though the main title for all of these editions remains the same,
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the subtitles have four types. In addition, each publication has differential styles of its own in the
way of abridgement, and the presence or absence of the lists of illustrations, maps, appendices
and indices, and so on. And the edition by Putnam’s Sons in New York does not take the
epistolary style, i.e. that of a compilation of personal letters which all the other editions used to
take as their standard and characteristic form.

I suppose that there should have been some special working of her own will upon the revised
and new editions executed during Miss Isabella Bird’s (Mrs. Bishop’s) life time, sending her
messages to each of them, so that we can recognize the appearance of transitions in her thoughts,
as well as in the mode of her performances.

Thus I compared the subtitles and compositions (illustrations, maps, appendices, indices, etc.)
of various editions and versions. The differences in subtitles indicate that, for instance, in the
States, the “TRAVELS ON HORSEBACK” emphasizes the equestrian travels. And, while in

former editions the subtitles were termed as “An Account of Travels,” in 1900 edition, they were

changed into as “A Record of Travels,” etc. which seems to suggest the author beginning to show
her self-pride in writing a factual and academic records, and not just traveling anecdotes.

And also from the comparison of the first full-fledged edition and later abridged on, those terms
omitted indicate that, from the first volume, those concerned with Japanese Folklores and
superstitions or vulgar beliefs, and from the second, those contents on Christianity and its
commission stations, and on Japanese religions, as well as on education are cut off mostly. The
intension of those eliminations can be inferred as, in the former, deleting explanatory descriptions,
thus showing the light-footed expeditions straight-forwardly, and in the latter, skipping the topics
on the modernization of Japan and instead focusing on the life of Ainu people. As a consequence,
Unbeaten Tracks in Japan turned into an interesting reading on travels through Northern part of
Japan.

In the changes added to her last book, i.e. the new 1900 edition, though small and a few, it was
revealed that her initial turning to her life work of dedicating herself to the medical commission
can be proudly traced to this volume. Present discussions on the alterations applied to her book
would hopefully confer to their readers some knowledge on the similarities and differences among

their various editions.

Key words : Miss Isabella L. Bird, Mrs. Bishop, Unbeaten Tracks in Japan, travels on horseback,
abridged editions
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SEEEIE S E-NETHME LT3 hi,

INBHAPFRT « )N— FOEFNITHAT S N725E 4 D Unbeaten Tracks in JapanDLET B L OFH
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ZNBED LS RHIED 50BN, ZEZMZ LN - KT, ThABFEONELE ED X HITH
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1. BEORME

18854 I HIfil (1880) DA D 4L 2 HI B U CH & L= Unbeaten Tracks in Japan ([ HASEHiH
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AEDERZIR L TWwb~ L —toZwcEINILife of Isabelle Bird ([£ X5 « )x— FDHA:
#E]) (1907) ®FHZ A+ v #— b (Anna M. Stoddart) TE 2 2HOMOFEAEZREL TV L) D
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BRICRIT S — S E & 351, 5 REOBERLHKTH ). KEROUEOIRKIZH > TIEHHV TV B
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p.205)

F 2 — Ny Z X IRAT D8R & Unbeaten Tracks In Japan\ZiZ e vwe b EbEMNIFMATWS
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%720 Fxv 27 F [Olive Checkland] (INFEEER [1995] [ HFXF - N— FOIROAE]
HARRFE L) 228y b - N—=D A4 ¥XF 8= Fif%E (Pat Barr [1970] , The Story of Isabella
Bird, Macmillan, John Murray) 2B W T HIEEIRD O, $VF U 2 P EMBLE & REE~DIE
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Issabella L. Bird, Unbeaten Tracks in Japan (London: John Murray, 1880; reprint, Boston: Beacon Press, 1987 [f§%
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WFHZWRTHD L, BB LAS W EIZEMF <o FIMIE21 x 133 (em) TH 2 DITx LT,
BWEIIZ 195 x 125 (cm) EDHTNIT/PAE N,

¥ W FMICIE, FIA Miss Bird's Japan’ [3 2 - N— FOHA] ¢ Eh, £ FXRF - N—F
DB7-HARDEIEHENTWEA, ZhIZH LT, ZWTIE. Japan Bird I2Zb > Twb,

B3 1%, 18004E IS E (ZIZFFIC=2—TF =2 TT7 727 Y IVRE LTI FAX -V X0
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ThHhHAFXTOUEH LR, HRADBBRREFLZLMTLHEF Y A M OULL DD TH - 72,
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SNIMROBEIEHTINTD 5. ZAZIZ. WROE B OIFHZOEM L F UE LINTH 525, Hffkxi
ERIMICR 722 LCwan?, [HEINEMELLTHY. BRAACE > TREILEZ2N LV
DTHLND. HEADEMIZZFNEZR AT 2RV EELINSHAEANOBHOTRE 22 2
LEBEIZTCORMEEZ OGNS, COMDFEHFIEIMrs. Bishop (¥ a vy TRAN) EoTWBEA,
Unbeaten Tracks in Japan O TEZOM AR Y Mi—FEBHOXFBEDNTVLMTH %,
B

LT A« 28— 7 ANDOBKEE

Unbeaten Tracks in Japan (1830) \ZFIAEDIZTIEIIHI2HICO Y F YD vV v P Y OHETLEL
TolzL T4 « =27 ZZHWTFOhTwb, BEHEEAENY — - 28— 27 23 EHIBREH L v
RERHBERITLT AT [REOH] OlERINEE, F 72 R Unbeaten Tracks in
Japank WS BELDOREETHH o720 =2 ZARAD W LOKOHHETH 572" 724
PFRG ORGLTOMAELIFEEOM L LS S b2 & ) CEEAMEHTH - 72",

RANOEFEZZEDBHEDONR—=I3= Ny 2 2 E5DT, 19005EDY a—Y - =2 —V XRERLETO
BUCH SN, F720 1900ERUEBREEA ZWAZTTE AR L, FHOYHDVEILEND K Lo L B
FALlZ K & 2% % (ARip. 1351251 o

2) IRICK ZEIEDEL
A=Y 24 MV
Unbeaten Tracks in Japan [Wﬂzli@ﬂ%ﬂ’é‘ﬂﬁjj W) FHHIZEDLLZ e o720 FMTOR
$T e 2
IO DR DH B, UTICHME ZORIEER Lz, BB TRIBIZZOMOFEEHE L->TS
W ThHb

KL ; BAKF T (GRMEECEROREER L7z DWTRSHFIIBERLEEF ) M, MR, k4.
M. CBRE : ARipl39 2SI hiv)

@O #IRK : 1880, John Murray [¥ 3 ¥ - =L —], London

AN ACCOUNT OF TRAVELS IN THE INTERIOR INCLUDING VISITS TO THE ABORIGINES OF
YEZO AND THE SHRINES OF NIKKO AND ISE

(B iRATRe. WROGHERE L O HEE MEOMEM % & ]

% (9 1997, Ganesha Publishing & Edition Synapse [#" %4 ¥ ¥ &1 % [d] UElE

® 7727 ¥3IVUM: 1880, Putnam’s sons [7% FF A X - 4 X]. New York

AN ACCOUNT OF TRAVELS ON HORSEBACK IN THE INTERIOR INCLUDING VISITS TO THE
ABORIGINES OF YEZO AND THE SHRINES OF NIKKO AND ISE

(PGS B kAT R O ERB X O HOL L R OMERI M % & ]

* 7 A A CTHRSNZZICOA [FE] 2Hmz shiz,.

® AWERR - 1885, John Murray [¥a ¥ - =L —], London
AN ACCOUNT OF TRAVELS IN THE INTERIOR INCLUDING VISITS TO THE ABORIGINES OF
YEZO AND THE SHRINE OF NIKKO
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(B RATRE. R OEERB X O H oM ER M % &t ]

FEE : ®Tuttle [# FV] (1983). [AND ISE] 2542 ATV 201k, 1 BROYEHMIZ Y72 25K
CHo 7Pz L HNRITZHIBR L2 LI12X %,

@  HrhR : 1900. George Newnes [Ya—3¥ + ==2— ¥ X]. London

A RECORD OF TRAVELS IN THE INTERIOR, INCLUDING VISITS TO THE ABORIGINES OF YEZO
AND THE SHRINES OF NIKKO AND ISE.

(B AT Ot sk, WROBHERB X O H R oMM %2 &)

* AN ACCOUNT %5 A RECORD~N &% b 72, A RECORD {3 1900 R &

3) RICK 2 E % 2 EITORITHIR
Unbeaten Tracks in Japan \ZBWEHTREWRITAHIER S 72720 IS & ) T IR 235 % %

(1) deimdEh 5 BB % TOLRMRE

OVay - -<L—wa880). @/ hF X - ¥ Xh(1880), @Y a—Y - =2— XK (1900)
ZZNZNOREIEAIRT X)L FARF - N— FDOISTHED AT HIR DR TH 5 FIMDBIHI R
ThHEQF A ¥ v h(1997) b Fkk. LT OHIBAFLRILR TH 5o

B — WO — HOE— 8 — B — 1B — Ak — 35 % — Jeiiil — 300 — 508 — 48 ) — Kl —
P — dJt — g — Ot (425918)

(2) BEAERITZEEZEVEHD
DO~ L —4Wh (1885) 1&. 9 H21H A 45435 Clifii & 0 IR 5t. B8 & % 2121 18H A o #44
B2, < L —PIOBRIE CE T 0$59E - 15 REAEHEI V) ERLTH 5.

B — S0 — FI G — S — B8 — 100 — Bk — 79 — I — 30 (244 £3)

C OFRATHIII R TIZHFAIME T TL %%, BPHIBREINZELD 57:0, I URKITHIR TS % 23
BHFEFIZTN TS, (Kfipl27-132 %£2. M)
®Dutton [# v b ¥] (1916). ® Tuttle [# bv] (1973). D Virago [V 4 5 T] (1984).
Beacon & Virago [¥—2 Y &YV 4 53] (1987). @ Travelers Tales [F X5 —X - F
AT (2000) KD R Co

4) EEDFICLBPREFACE ([FAHNE]) OFEL— EXRIEIWKR

Unbeaten Tracks in JapanD IR e AFOIZIZWVIND [FRZFE] AoV TWEH, ZD4
MO M 2R D 5. ERIIZ V(O T—FREV. 2 ) LBEOMTHIER S W7
BdHbEnwy Z L,

UTIRLZDE, PIRD [ 2A3&] o) 3HTHS. AIRD [FXAH0E] b LiZZoRHE
DEIWEEBEFNEEZ T VSRR DTH S, [~HOKY | EHoTWBEDIEZ, DL
BOXPHIBEINTVWE I L ZRT, B, QDD FEHDL Y TOZEDOI2DTH 5,

‘PREFACE’ ([ZAME]) ORDY 3Hi—
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[HAO—BWFE] 2Ho R E X, HRBIFOHRE TR L T AFHE AXLHIE I BDTH S,
ZIHhLRS - EREZBEHEHATALOLHIETH S,

. HARABROEZ R 2 ZHEBROTRASG»HAAD -2 EEPLMERI LEbOTHS Y,
COERDPRMOZ MEMTH A Lid. THICHELTWS, LaL. H 2 TREOATNISEAT 572, 724
SEADPE DD ST, —MOO~ A4 VP EICh2BEORT, BRARMLd 22 TOHADF Y21
X72ve COMEBRAEZRENZIANTNDER S0 6THE, DYV a—V - =a—r Xk [1900]
DY)

AEOFM - FBREZARICHL TS, KEDOR o~ ADENPZOMEESTLE o7 ZhHOFHKIT,
ETRMELICH DD TH L. AL EDMPVEOBFEANT, AEPHOHZAI-OTH S, X
HPROITELDP HHLE D o T NI LW BPRITERIRATLEOOLBORERMEL L B0 (@
< L —2IENR (1885 4ELIREDBMEIR] DY)

HEmOBEX, CORELELADEZTIETH, FEHLTRAVTHL LT, 00 XHROER) RV RA
FEoELIFI AR I hoTWAEE, BELBHFLEZZV V] Y (@<L —#lk [1800]. 7S FF 24 K-
¥ AR [1800] DY)

BHRDO'PREFACE’ [£A/%| O¥DOUFIZIRD3ID (DDP : RVIE) ICHEEHS

® A¥FXRF - N—FHEOPIZL 5FELTIE, 18004EMA—FRE V. (BREODO® [WTFhd
R Uz ARLT5])

ARBE TN AIARDENRNCPE - 72 D 18804FE 6 HIC UK B o ZHENDOHEBOZ L LORILDO L H T
CORDEMZ SR ITNEL O L Do/ ENFEI HOHMTRIN TV L DOHMUORR L
LETH b,

@ 18854EDEMERUE [ KRERFL L R o7z [ERFIHDO3BEHE 417H] TH S,
[FRWmOTIE] DT, #RREZADRZ72HREMEEGILVIELADOHTRELRZ AT L, XHED
NP EEONHEY S 2L BESDH SNize THUBDOEMIL 1 5AK] CBEREOGO®D®W)
X RTZ D18 EME Z TN T W5,

7, BIHSCRAIO 247 (FREB) 3%V old, SO ONEIEKIRTHRES N5 Th b,
FREDMIBRA S 9 — i Preface H 3EFEDOKZICD DS, [ SAOHELZIHHD D > 7255
RUEZTHELLLEIA DD D, ZOMOITIE THARO BRI LWV ETHLATZAITEHL
THEVI] P LI BIPHIBRENT WS, DFVNELEER [FA0X ] CHREIKMEh
TWH5DTH 5,

@ 1900FED Y a—Y - 22—y XU [RBAM L7553 OHAOFY ZHE v, 2
DRFELRRAERBEVPZITANTLAND LB SO TH S| [ERLFIHD 2% 447H] TS,
COMTIIRBOEEVETHI ONIZ, A FRTHEDBZOEFEDMORITLTHIH=EZF-oTWwD
[(R7-FF0%K] Z2HfHE-VEV), [HRELRKA] L LT, RUTW-TELVEW) B LD
HThb,

F-COBRKRBEEDIZL E Y TlE. ‘these volumes' [FH1E - 1EM] © 29'my letters’ [FAD F-#k]
NERD X HTEDb STz,

‘I am painfully conscious of the defects of these volumes, but I venture to present them to the public - (p. x)

‘I am painfully conscious of the defects of my letters, but I venture to present them to the public *-* (p. xi)
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