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The Genealogy of the Huang-Lao Concept
Kan’ei Agrirsuxr (

Underlying the main current of Han Period thought, in which Confucianism
was regarded as orthodcx, there was a philosophical movement that later led-
to the differentiation of primitive Taoism, Lac-Chuang philosophy, and schol-
arly # 2% Buddhism. The present essay attempts to throw light on this
important, but obscure, trend by examining the lineage and development of
the Huang-Lao concept, which was its central feature. There are three ante-
cedents for the Huang-Lao concept. One, current at the end of the Warring

tates Period, was the idea of Huang-ti 3 7% and Lao-tzii 3 F as the founding
patriarchs of Taoism. The second, was the deification of Huang-ti and Lao-
tzti by the immortalists (shén-hsien-chia 7 {li 35) of the Former Han and by
Taoists who approached immortalism through Lao-tzli. The third was formed
‘when elements of Buddhism were adopted as a religious basis for the concept
of Huang-Lao that had descended from the second antecedent.

Thus through an intermixing of Taoism, immortalism, and Buddhism, there
developed the philosophy that by the end of the Latter Han had deified Huang-’
ti and Lao-tzll as the central objects of religious worship. -




