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The Chinese Residences in Nagasaki

ANNO, Masaki

The theme of this symposium is “the existence and form of ports,” and
it will not discuss “the contrivance and function of ports.” This theme will
be covered at the next symposium. For now, we will not touch upon the
historical reports, which I have prepared, on the problem of the “Chinese
residences” in Nagasaki in the light of import and export business. Rather,
after explaining various problems of the port in Nagasaki using slides, we
will discuss the city plans of Nagasaki when 1t was built and after.
Through this discussion we will examine the importance of the Chinese
residences from the time Nagasaki Port opened.

Generally speaking, there are several sets of circumstances under which
foreign nationals arrive in overseas ports. Some foreigners spend only a
short period of time in the ports until their ship sets sail for another port of
call. Others stay in a port for a longer period of time waiting for the next
ship that is heading to their country, and still others decide to settle down
in a port and bring their family from their home country or marry local
women. When settling down in these ways, some may keep their national
identity, while others may lose theirs and adapt themselves to a new
situation.

Thus there are many different cases among foreigners living in a
foreign city depending on how long they are planning to stay. Although
they may be staying for longer or shorter periods of time, it is natural for
foreigners to shape their own society in an overseas port and to create a
foreign settlement containing people in such a variety of situations. We can
think of two situations describing how these foreigners live: one is “living as
a group” in one place such as Jewish quarters used to be seen in Europe,
and Chinatowns seen around the world at present, and the other is “living
together” among the local people.

In Nagasaki city, for example, when the port opened there was a
fort-like Portuguese trading center at the tip of the cape which was rather
hilly. Six town blocks were then constructed next to the center where the
Portuguese lived together with the local people. On the other hand,
merchants from all over Japan seemed to stay in the town which
surrounded the six town blocks. In the early 17th century, Chinese also
stayed with the local people in the “Inner town” in Nagasaki but they could
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not stay in the “Outer town.” This contrast between “Inner town” and
“Outer town” is an important point to consider when we examine the
trading port of Nagasaki.

Later a decree was issued to prohibit foreigners from living together
with other nationals and the “Chinese residences” were built in the Genroku
era. On old maps of Nagasaki “Dejima” and the Chinese residences are
seen running along the outskirts of the town and are shut away by the sea,
fences and walls; they were used to keep the Dutch and Chinese cut off
from the Japanese. Some Dutch living in Dejima described it as “no better
than a jail” and Chinese living in the Chinese residences felt the same way
about their quarters. They were prohibited from marrying and settling
down in Nagasaki and were only allowed to stay in the town for short
periods of time.

At present, however, there is a Chinatown in Nagasaki and the Chinese
“live as a group.” After Japan opened its doors to foreigners in the last
days of the Tokugawa Shogunate and the Chinese residences were broken,
the Chinatown was voluntarily built at the site of the Chinese residences,
showing how artificial and unnatural the Chinese residences system was. In
short, Dejima and the Chinese residences were artificial institutions instead
of real foreign settlements and were used by the state in an attempt to
deal with the foreign nationals living in the city. Their existence was
opposed to the natural way of life in overseas trading ports.

The existence of the Chinese residences in the Genroku era can be
seen as part of the completion of bureaucratic control over the overseas
trading by the authority when actual execution of power was often
delegated to ordinary people of Nagasaki who acted as local bureaucrats.
The Chinese who came to Japan were prohibited from living in the town.
The system which forced them to live in the Chinese residences meant that
every member of Nagasaki could profit from trading, having an institution
of segregation on one hand, and concrete egalitarianism in soclety on the
other. Under this situation, it can be said that Nagasaki in the day of
Tokugawa Shogunate has been, in a sense, a “socialist” society.
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