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While at the Santa Sabina studium provinciale Thomas began his most famous work, the Summa
theologiae, [34] which he conceived of specifically as suited to beginning students: “Because a doctor of
Catholic truth ought not only to teach the proficient, but to him pertains also to instruct beginners. As the
Apostle says in 1 Corinthians 3: 1-2, as to infants in Christ, I gave you milk to drink, not meat, our
proposed intention in this work is to convey those things that pertain to the Christian religion in a way
that is fitting to the instruction of beginners.” (Summa theologiae, I, 1, prooemium:“Quia Catholicae veritatis
doctor non solum provectos debet instruere, sed ad eum pertinet etiam incipientes erudire, secundum illud
apostoli I ad Corinth. III, tanquam parvulis in Christo, lac vobis potum dedi, non escam; propositum nostrae
intentionis in hoc opere est, ea quae ad Christianam religionem pertinent, eo modo tradere, secundum quod

congruit ad eruditionem incipientium.”)
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