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The Effects of “Region-oriented Subjects” on Workplace Selection:
Analysis of a Survey of University Students in the City of Hirosaki

LEE Young-Jun and YAMAGUCHI Keiko

Abstract :

This study explores how workplace selection is affected by the inclusion of “region-oriented
subjects” at local universities, based on survey responses from university students in the city of
Hirosaki. When we examined whether enrolment in region-oriented subjects is raising awareness
among students of local employment opportunities, we determined that workplace selection was
influenced, to a certain degree, by participation in region-oriented subjects. In particular, we
observed the effect of expanding options for students who had moved from other areas for study.

However, such awareness of local job opportunities does not determine actual employment
choice. Factors such as lack of demand for skilled labor and mismatch of supply and demand in
the labor force related to the industry type, occupation, and working conditions need to be
considered. This is not only a problem in terms of supplying the labor force but also in terms of
demand. It is important to develop the human resources required to address these issues from the
viewpoint of demand and long-term perspectives, through collaboration and cooperation with local

industry, government, financial institutions, and universities.
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