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A Study on Support Activities by Disaster-affected Residents
— A Case Study of Ishinomaki-shi Kitakami Area
Regional Coordinator of Reconstruction in the house shift period —

Shun NAKAZAWA

Abstract:

This study will examine the role Regional Coordinator of Reconstruction who are part of the
Japanese governmental human resource support system, played in rebuilding the communities
damaged by Tsunami during the Great East Japan Earthquake. The study will especially consider
the significance of the disaster victims participating as Regional Coordinator of Reconstruction in
the house shift period, which had not been discussed in the existing studies regarding the human
resources for disaster support for the Chuetsu Earthquake and the Great East Japan Earthequake,
based on interviews conducted among the current and former members of the reconstruction
support group for Ishinomaki-shi Kitakami area.

The study revealed the following points. The significance of the disaster victims participating
as Regional Coordinator of Reconstruction in the house shift period was that through interaction
based on the duality of being both the victim and the supporter, the personnel were able to
realize a system for task distribution and cooperation based on their qualities as residents, and

acquire knowledge and know-how themselves as earthquake victims. Additionally, by going
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through the transition of being those who are being supported to those who provide the support,
the personnel were able to transcend the victim mentality, and nurture their identity towards

long term activities.

Keywords: Regional Coordinator of Reconstruction, house shift period, reconstruction of the local

community
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