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For the Revision of “the Framework towards Revitalization of
Rural Areas”: the involvement of business sectors

Kosuke Maeda

Abstract:

In disadvantaged areas all over Japan, various complex problems in living have increased due
to depopulation and aging. For these critical situations, “the framework towards revitalization of
rural areas” was proposed ten years ago and has been kept up in spite of the aggravating
situations. This framework was consisted by 3 stages: (1) capacity building (2) community
building (3) making business based on local resources.

In this paper, at first, I examined the compatibility the framework’s two stages (community
building and making business) based on the case studies of Yokote city in Akita Prefecture and
Ojika town in Nagasaki Prefecture. In addition, I argued the possibility of involvement of business

sectors for the overcome of incompatibility between community building and making business.

Keyword: disadvantaged areas, revitalizing agricultural mountain villages, region management

organization, creating shared value
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