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A phenomenological Perspective of Music Activities in Early
Childhood Education II :

Reconsidering the Educational Significance of “Recital” and the Problems of
"Ongaku (music) "
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This paper evaluates the future of music education for early childhood by examining the educational
significance of recital in preschool and kindergarten from a phenomenological perspective. Based on a case
study of a participant observation in ECEC (center for early childhood education and care), I compared the
recital as an “extraordinary occasion” with everyday activities to grasp its uniqueness from the perspective of
“freedom” toward others and “institutionalization” of the subject by others. Through my analysis, I found that
adults who had been taught that the word “ongaku (music)” was the result of someone's decision to use the
word “ongaku” may have been affected by the prelinguistic perception of the word. From this, it was evident
that music activities in early childhood education need to be transformed into activities that create new values
apart from the existing “ongaku” and that it is necessary to change the perception of adults to achieve this. At
the same time, the practice of Reggio Emilia can be used as a reference for this purpose, and the things that

the direction of future research is to make more free creative music activity was indicated in this paper.
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