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1. A2 JIC&KBEBN
o The Baptism of Fourteen Japanese Knights.

BY REV. JOHN ING.
This interesting service took place in our dwelling here on the first Sabbath morning in June (6th). The
persons baptized were all young men, between the ages of thirteen and twenty-three. ,All are members

of the Toogo Gakko (Too College), save one, and all in our department (English), save two. For the past

six months these young men have all been receiving direct religious instruction, both in the English and

Japanese languages. The two above referred to, of course, were instructed only in their own tongue; this

is always the most thorough and best, and it is owing to this fact that the native preacher is absolutely

necessary. A native evangelist, Mr. Honda, an officer and teacher in the Gakko, and member of the Union
Church of Yokohoma, has preached to and otherwise taught these young men, and others since our arrival
here six months ago. Until quite recently he preached at 3 PM. every Sabbath in the Gakko building, to
students and others who desired to attend, the forenoon being taken up with religious service in English
in our house, which was attended by a majority of the students in our department, that numbers about fifty.

@ The candidates for baptism met for examination in our rooms at 3 PM. Saturday the 5th. After singing

and prayer the examinations were gone through with. Only a few cardinal questions, of course, could be

asked, the same were also profounded in the native tongue by Mr. Shinda one of the students. The manly

and intelligent attestation of faith in God the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, together with great
emotion manifested by these young men made an abiding impression upon our mind. They profess to
have sought and found pardon of their sins in Christ.

A beautiful morning dawns upon us, and the little congregation, consisting of the applicants for baptism
and some ten other persons, convene at our house for the baptismal services at 10 o’clock A.M. After
reading appropriate Scripture lessons, singing and prayer, the baptisms were performed. He used our
ritual in English, the questions and answers being in both that and the native tongue. It will not be easy
to forget the determined tone of the answer, “I will endeavor so to do, God being my helper.” The services
were then formally closed, with doxology and benediction, but nobody goes. Each sat in his place seeming

unwilling to depart, while some wept. ; At the suggestion of the only lady present we unite in singing:

“Jesus, Lover of my soul,

Let me to Thy bosom fly,”

which was followed by an earnest prayer by Mr. Honda. There were six others present whose names
were on the list of applicants, but who for good reasons, we think (out of deference to wishes of parents,
&c), consented to postpone baptism for a time. They wept much at seeing their comrades thus going
forward while they must wait a little. Two are quite young, and it was thought had not been sufficiently
instructed for the reception of the solemn rite. The others had encountered much opposition from

friends and relatives. 5One of the best students in the English department is the son of a “Sinto” priest,




who through the influence of this son has been led to renounce Sintorism. The father requested the son
to delay his baptism until he could resign his priesthood to the Government, as he thought it would be a
great shame for his son to make such a step, while he himself was in full exercise of the functions of
priest of Apollo, i.e. Sinto. When the case was presented to us, we said, Wait a little, for there seemed
great propriety in the view taken by the father. When first approached upon the subject of the son’s
baptism some time since, he was angry, afterward he gave his consent, acknowledges his belief in the
one true God, accepts all save “that stone,” that “stumbling stone laid in Zion” — Christ. “He cannot
understand Christ,” says the son. Who can? “Without controversy great is the mystery.”

Think not this delay means going back upon the part of these young soldiers. I have not so learned
these noble young men; having put their hands to the plow rest assured they will not look back. They
are all knights, and belong to the powerful, the ruling class in the country known as the Samurai. They
are not mere pretenders - baptized heathens — but the work in them is radical and thorough. They hate
heathenism with a perfect hatred. Iteach them daily in Modern Science, Chemistry, Natural Philosophy,
Ancient and Modern Universal History, and we do not err when we say they are the uncompromising
enemies of idolatry and superstition, and most unflinching and enthusiastic defenders of the truth, both in
science and religion. Such appreciation and zeal for the truth, in the broadest sense, we have rarely seen
equaled and never surpassed. Parents and friends in many cases attempt to coerce these young Christians
into an abandonment of their faith, but all their efforts have failed. Some have been taken from school for
weeks at once and detained at home, with a view of uprooting their Christianity and training them again
to the faith of their fathers. Some take the failure in accomplishing this quite philosophically, content with
the consideration that nothing can be done to stay this onward march of the truth, all efforts to resist
which they say seems to facilitate its progress. Others still persist in their futile efforts. Three of my
department are now under suspension for Christ’s sake. When the six are baptized, and there are others
still, we can count half the department Christians.

We have reason to rejoice. But the work is just fairly begun.

©The converts do not propose to join the M.E. Church. There is no particular reason they should, but

many why they should not. They are intending to organize a “Union Church” after the plan of churches
at Yokohama, Tokio, Nagasaki and elsewhere in Japan, which profess to be entirely free from foreign
missionary or “home church” government or control, and is opposed to the multiplication of ecclesiastical
organizations such as are found in Protestant countries. August 1st, an elder (native) from the church in

Yokohama, is expected to be present to assist in the organization of the Church. » Of course we would

prefer that this church were more like our own, in organization, economy and government, that the

members should say “Conference” instead of “Assembly” and use ours instead of the “Shorter

Catechism.” It might have been so had our Church been as active as other denominations in sending

out her missionaries. Nearly five years since, on our way to China, in writing to the CENTRAL we urged




the immediate sending forward of a missionary force to Japan. A force did not arrive till about two years

since while other denominations had been in the field more than a decade. But we are digressing. We

should mention the Sacramental service at 3 PM., on this very interesting day. The sun shone brightly,
the thermometer stood at 72°EF, while there came down from the North Pacific a delightful breeze. It was
a happy hour to all present. The first of the kind ever held in this end of Japan, and will be remembered
as such, as well as for the powers of the “Comforter” present.

In a walk, a few evenings since, we passed a heathen temple, of which there are 64 (with any number of

smaller shrines), in this city of 33,000 people. g In the temple we saw a mother with her child of four

years praying before the dumb idols. And this was her prayer, verbatim: “Nanne ami dabuche.” “O help

me, Buddha!” The little one stammeringly repeating the prayer after her, and both bowing down to the
floor. Seeing this and many other like sights, we feel thankful that “the light” is beginning at last to dawn
upon this people. The gospel, the glad tidings, is to be proclaimed regularly henceforth in this city, and it
is believed it will find a welcome and be the means of the salvation of many by and by.

Hirosaki, Japan, June 25, 1875.
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1987, pp.1-33.

' Central Christian Advocate \ 22>\ Tld, &Y VA4 ZADAF 4 TRIZDOWTOHPIZ, 18834EICEH N7z
Vav . b=<A AN =7 L BFHMLHRD L) RSN TV 5L, FHMIZIZH6HEICZI X—1) B
FOZOEBMD A Y VA MEBHZOKBIE L LTHAT SR, 7 X ) A& XEMH O (https:/
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn92053758/) 12 & % & 19294F F CHkfii L T\ %, Some time in 1852 or 1853
the Rev. WD.R. Trotter began the publication of the Central Christian Advocate, a Methodist Journal. It never
commended itself to the General Methodist Conference, and lasted only two or three years. In 1856 the
Conference authorized the founding of a new paper and gave it the name of Central Christian Advocate...It is
published by the Western Methodist Book Concern, and is the organ of the Methodist Episcopal Church for
Missouri and the neighboring States. It is issued weekly.

(From the History of St. Louis City and County by John Thomas Scharf, 1883).
http://www.stlmediahistory.org/index.php/Print/PrintPublicationHistory/central-christian-advocate
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THRIL A S ARBURER A [ ARE R B 1] (FARK. 2002) pp.736-738.
AR S RS, p.17.

9 52th Annual Report of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the year 1870, p53. 723, 4
Y7 ORHFRRBFRTORMICOVTIE, FF [FERELiorR] CamEbE. 2002) pp66-71
MO &,

VRTTARIC ISR 4 74 7T FHMZ ) — ¥ F ¥ v 2023 5 Indiana Asbury University |28 515 % 3%
DHL724 ¥ 7 OEEIZOWTIE, Bifg® REEes L ouR] % 4 Fopples-168% o Z &,
HaB, SOV TR, IIAHROBICS SROH L. (RHBIIAGRL, pl7)

' Indiana Asbury University, H17E® 7K — K% (DePauw University, IN, USA) ,

'3 A letter from John Ing to Prof. Wiley, “Letter from Japan” April 13, 1876, Asbury Review, June 1876, pp.148-
149. 235, ZOWHFRBIZOWTIHMHBMZE [TEAZA L) Ol pl57 ZHoZ &,

PR [RARTHEEA/NE] (HARS Y A M AR %%, 1983) pl8.
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