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Formation and Prospect of urban community governance in China
— Transition from danwei system to community system—

Zhang XIUZHI

Abstract:

After the 1990s, the Chinese government began to vigorously promote community building.
"Community” refers to "a community of social life composed of people living in a certain
geographical area", and generally refers to "residents' committees and their jurisdictions". In
China, with the disintegration of state-owned enterprises brought about by the reform and
opening up, the grass-roots social management system is changing from danwei system to
community system. Therefore, this study first combs the historical changes of China's grass-roots
social management system, and clarifies its concept. Furthermore, it points out that unlike the
danwei system, the community system is still in the exploratory stage. Especially the government-
led community governance model is still being tried. Through the analysis of typical community
governance models in Shanghai, Shenyang, Jianghan, Yantian (Shenzhen), Tongling and Nanjing,
they are classified according to (1) government-led, (2) community autonomy and (3)
cooperation, and the similarities and differences of each governance model in the focus of

residents' participation and the emphasis of administrative institution reform are made clear.
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Finally, it is pointed out that there is still a lack of attention to collective housing management in

the exploration of community governance at present.

Keywords: danwei system, community System, governance, de-administration
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