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How World Heritage Sites and Shinkansen Will Change the Region
—Focusing on Tourism in Hokkaido and the Northern Tohoku
Area—

KUSHIBIKI Motoo

Abstract :

Focusing on the Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan inscribed World Heritage Site list
and the Hokkaido Shinkansen, the changes that have taken place in the region were examined
from the perspective of the “organization of tourism” in both cases. It was confirmed that the
movement to register the Jomon Prehistoric Sites as a World Heritage Site has been affected by
the opening of the Shinkansen, and that each of these has brought about changes in the region. In
particular, starting with the Sannai-Maruyama Site, which is the center of the archaeological site
group, the organization of volunteer guides by local residents at various sites has been
progressing. The development of each archaeological site is positioned as a priority item in the
comprehensive plan of the local government, and is a key element in the regional design and
transformation of the regional structure. Noteworthy activities are underway in Sotoga-hama
Town, and the Sannai-Maruyama Site is attracting attention if collaboration with the adjacent
Aomori Museum of Art will progress. Since the Jomon Prehistoric Sites are scattered over a wide

area and the remains themselves are underground, the future focus will be on how to develop
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“learning tourism” using ICT and within the framework of wide-area cooperation with the
Hokkaido Shinkansen.

Keywords: Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan, World Cultural Heritage, Tohoku-Hokkaido
Shinkansen, ICT
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