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The Pitfall of the Japanese Term "Shutai-teki"

and the Significance of Music Education:
Questioning pseudo-generalized terms from a philosophical perspective
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The purpose of this paper is to reexamine the Japanese term “Shutai-teki” in music education by referring

to the theory of Bin Kimura and McTaggard and the U theory of C. Otto Scharmer, based on the history of

philosophy. The Japanese term “Shutai” was created during the Meiji era while translating the word “subject”

in philosophy. Bin Kimura states that “subject” is the principle of life in general on the time axis. McTaggard's

conclusion is that time is not real, which leads our recognized time to be “created time” with invisible-

subjectivity-conscious action and self 7 as its background. There from, it becomes clear that asking students to

be “Syutai-teki” (used as Active learning) in the educational setting inhibits the original “proactivity” of the

children. From this logical consequence, the significance of music education as a space for creative trial-and-

error, utilizing the inherent subjective of the students was discovered.
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