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Ensuring Agricultural Workers under COVID-19 pandemic:
Case of Farm Accepting Foreign workforce in Aomori

Takahiro Sato, Motoki MIKAGE
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SUMMARY

Based on the interview conducted for three farms accepting foreign workforce, this study investigated the way to
ensure agricultural laborers under COVID-19 pandemic in Aomori, Japan. Although total number of foreign workforce
in Aomori did not decreased, those engaged in agriculture was decreased. It might be caused by the fact that new
visa status specially issued during COVID-19 pandemic allowed foreign laborers to choose better working place. Case
studies revealed that ensuring foreign workforce was highly depending on personal network of connection. Foreign
workforce liquidity under some restriction considering regional environmental condition might be essential for the
economic sustainability of the farms depending on foreign workforce.
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